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Declaration of JGN Initiatives for the United Nations Decade of Ocean
Science for Sustainable Development
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We, the Japanese Geoparks Network (JGN), promote activities in accordance with the
concept of UNESCO Global Geoparks, and are aiming toward the achievement of SDGs in
cooperation with our 56 member geoparks and aspiring geoparks.

Having relied on marine resources since long ago, Japan has a strong connection with the
seas, and even has a related national holiday, “Marine Day.” With the start of the United
Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development as an opportunity, the
Japanese Geoparks Network intends to promote initiatives to protect the richness of the seas
that surround Japan and to solve the problem of marine litter, both in the seas and washed
ashore on the coasts.

In order to expand these activities from a regional level into broader initiatives across
Japan, and to contribute to society, we make the following declaration.
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We will undertake activities in the whole of the Japanese Geoparks Network which protect
the richness of marine environments, convey in an easily understandable way the image
of a cyclical environment and the flow of waste, toxic substances, and microplastics from
mountains and rivers into the seas, which leads to marine pollution, and appeal the
importance of protecting the richness of marine environments to the inland regions as well.
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As the Japanese Geoparks Network, we will indicate principles and guidelines for activities,



and share them among our member regions and their comprising municipalities; the
respective regions will think about marine conservation and move toward marine
environment protection activities suitable to the region.
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Fully utilizing the networking function of the Japanese Geoparks Network, we will
periodically share the initiatives carried out in each region, confirm intentions, and
continue activities without interval.
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In cooperation with educational institutions, we will implement marine education as part of
geopark education in schools, in order to foster ocean literacy in the younger generation.
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As residents of our planet Earth, starting with this kick-off event, we will confront issues
related to the seas more than ever, and through geopark activities, we will spread
awareness about marine conservation in society as a whole.
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We will strive to improve ocean literacy now and moving forward, proactively put into
practice what initiatives we have the means to, and pass on to those after us a sense of
ownership in activities that protect the richness of marine environments.
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